Missio Dei v2 E
Mission of God- Mission of man

Some theological concepts
1. Exodus 3. 10 –John 3. 16 – John 20.21 The God of the Bible is a God who sends out. He sends Moses out after a call. God sends Jesus out into the world. Christ in his turn sends out his disciples. The mission of the disiples is rooted in the mission of Jesus. The mission of the church is to share in the work of Jesus Christ in the world in order to save it from destruction and to bring it to fullness of life. A church which is not a missionary church is a church without faith, without love and without hope: it is a decommissioned church . The mission of God is first – that of man is second. In other words mission initiatives have their origin in an event linked to the growth of the Kingdom of God and not out of a particular theology or a specific vision. Mission precedes the institution.
2. If Mission is aligned to the word of the Gospels it must remember that that Word is a creative word which implicates the whole being of each man and woman in the totality of their development. (the ‘breath’ which sends the disciples  in John 20, 22 refers to the ‘breath’ of the creator in Genesis. Jesus is subscribing to a new ‘creation’ of mankind.)
The Word is one of “shalom”. So the proclamation and the actions which lead to its development, and its growth on the social, political and economic spheres of life are inseparably linked. All actions in whatever humanitarian situation are given meaning by reference to the Gospel and by He who proclaimed it – Christ.

3. Mission will thus be by definition ecumenical in the widest sense – the sense which has least to do with denominationalism, “ecclesiocentricity” or nationalism. The unity of the Church with the humanity of Christ is at the heart of the missionary message. It spreads” from the end of the pew to the end of the world”. There is only Mission. The distinction between “evangelisation first –mission last” no longer makes sense, since the whole church in all aspects of its life is missionary. Spreading the Gospel  is just one aspect of the whole.
4. since evangelism and the word of God have a universal application and impact, mission can only be a permanent apprenticeship to the opening up of another dimension of life.  In listening and in sharing the gospel, we should not deprive ourselves of this universal dimension, which overtakes us. The central goal will be to grow together in a spirit of mutual help and support.
Some missiological concepts
5. From this point of view today, mission consists of what one church can do to support their sisters in achieving their mission ( making mission real) where they are. For example, the North & Normandy synod is carrying out its mission in helping the Church of Christ in the Congo to develop a hospital at Kiliba with the support of ministers and medical personnel from France. So each church, here and there supports and helps each other to not stay turned in on itself but to bear the task of announcing the Gospel together, to men and women living with both joys and sorrows.
6. We are a long way from the vision of mission to non-believers in a foreign country. Today, mission has become an inter – church concern, at risk of a certain church-centred approach In France, the creation, in 1971 of CEVAA ( Evangelical Community of Apostolic Action) is one example. CEVAA is made up of 35 churches. It encourages its member churches to define missionary projects and stimulates their theological reflections. Also Defap passes on to French churches mission projects supported by CEVAA. Each church is involved in mission together. No longer do the churches in the North say to those in the South “these are our projects” or vice versa. Thus a form of inter – church aid has been formed.
7. The starting point for all mission is God’s desire to love the world (Theocentric approach). This mission carries in itself a prophetic dimension. Humans are gripped by the message of the Gospel. All missionary activity is stimulated by and must centre on the ‘keurgme’ the explicit message of Jesus Christ.
In any case, since the 60’s, the discussion has been open – Should Mission Christianise the world or Humanise the world? Sould it stay as an inter –church matter? Doesn’t the Kingdom of God truly bypass the concept of Church? What is the role of our churches in the “mission Dei” to a secular world?
8. Several models have been proposed to define the role of the church in God’s mission.
-Theology of presence (Jacques Ellul) :the role of the church in a secularised world is to offer a service in an open communion marked by its simplicity and its quality. She does not seek to convert nor to propagandise in order to ‘Christianise’. Her mission requires her to get rid of a ‘go structure’. She must be impregnated with a ‘come structure’ in the image of ‘Essaie 60’ or in the image of John the baptist. Because he lived by his strong convictions, the crowds came to him! 
-Theology of humanity: mission must accentuate the social and economic development of mankind. we must “Shalomise” humanity and place the uniquely on the notion  of service to make a difference. It is essential that mission implicated diaconal action.

-Theology of the poor- Leslie Newbiggin (1909-1998): return to the poorest (third world).The start point of all mission of the church is based on the appeal of the other who looks at me in their poverty and in which is hidden the cry of Christ. Mission starts concretely from a ‘concern’ and not from a ‘concept’. 
9. Theology of spirituality: accent is placed on “koininia”,on communion and the community. Mission is bound to the church, but the church is bound to its spirituality. Spirituality today is being tested.  A time of testing. The “street” is asking for the true message of our churches. The Churches mission must invest in a multiplicity of relationships to evidence the authenticity of its spirituality. She cannot withdraw from engaging with this world. Todays mission has become more than ever a question of perseverance in order to discern and engage in concrete actions in which faith can be preserved. This implies a degree of modesty and the will to invest in relationships so that the essentials of faith can make themselves visible. (e.g. the exchange programme of pastors north:south). In the image of Paul at the Areopagus (Acts 17) who did not fear to face another culture and who took the risk of announcing the resurrection. Mission must focus on the core of his message.    
10.  One can also call to mind different models of mission today. If all Christian traditions today accept the necessity of specifically proclaiming the Gospel, their aims in so doing are quite different. Four models are evident.

a. Re-christianise Europe: This is the Orthodox position. Evangelism must restore religious teachings on social and political processes in order to recreate a Christian Europe.

b. Re-evangelise Europe: The Catholic position. We must bring back to the church those who have strayed away and who have not heard the Good News. Evangelise the culture.

c. Share the Gospel in the culture and in society: The protestant position. Our Christian faith must be presented in the market place of possibilities – also that of religions – in an attractive and credible form. Evangelise IN the culture (a more Pauline position, see the discourse at Athens Acts 17).

d. Win disciples = proselytising: Evangelical model which places itself on the competitive religious market in affirming the superiority of Christianity over other faiths. (Ref. Matt 28, 19-20)    
John Calvin and the mission of the church

11.  Acts 16, 6-10 The Reformers of the 16th century never developed a missionary theology in opposition to the Papal universality in Rome. On the contrary for Calvin, the mission of the church is bound to a specific opportunity that appears in a specific context. The Missionary aspect is related to a secondary plan.

For Calvin the missionary notion is linked to the expansion of the reign of Christ which in turn is made visible by the planting of churches. for Calvin mission is first of all the reformation of the church to advance the Kingdom. Churches must firstly be planted in specific contexts for the glory of God (a stake) then in all the earth. Geneva became for Calvin a “missionary” model to attract refugees who in turn “export” reform to other countries. A strong influence in Holland (in terms of structure). The first Synod of the Reformed churches in Paris in 1559 was a missionary Synod.    
12.  1 Cor 16, 9 -2 Cor 2, 12. Calvin went forward on the principle of the “open door”. It only needed the opportunity to present itself. Calvin gave way to a certain pragmatism. we should first evaluate the possible without worrying about the impossible from a human perspective. One can thus speak of a healthy disinterest in Mission. Only god can open the doors. His divine sovereignty precedes human action, dignified by the open door.
13.  Calvin identified the reign of God with the church visible and the progress of his reign with the growth of planted or erected churches. The basis of the reign of God is in preaching God’s word. Put another way, the coming of the Kingdom is linked to the multiplication of preaching his word as attributed to pastors. Churches from this perspective are thus principalities of His Kingdom. Mission is an ecclesiological task. One can only bring His Kingdom in a communal context companionship blessed by God. Since Mission anticipates the last day when all people will be assembled around Christ. God is working through His Spirit, we are called to transmit His Gospel and to pray.  
Some ideas on trans-mission

14.  What are the possible ways forward in sharing the word of God?

Announce underline the transcendence of the Word. the origin always escapes us. The whole Gospel speaks to us of the Word that came to us, that impacted on our story, that confronts us with an ultimate reality. There are those who know and those who doubt.
Witness marks our encounter with the Word. It cannot be shared without passing through this existential link with the Gospel. To transmit always calls on something that is inside us. To put it another way, in sharing through witness there is always a personal involvement.
Communicate move the focus to relationships and on others. The Word is born in hearing others, it spreads by sharing and by mutual questioning. Transmission is never in one direction. The Word continues to speak through the moment of an encounter.  It is no longer necessary to start by transmit something past, of a heritage. The curser is set on the present, on today.
Interpret translate the our particular perception of the Gospel and our way of expressing faith. Sharing only comes into play through repetition. It calls for an incessant revision of our expression and our languages. It is thus not repetitive transmission. Transmission thus demands a personal approval which must deploy itself in plurality. 
Follow express at the same time companionship and quest. A bit like the gospel of Mark – “Lord all the world is seeking you”. It is in following that a Word can grow, unexpectedly, unseen. This transmission faces us with the word always to come. To put it another way, this path of transmission emphasises the future. One is no longer in the past or in understanding the present. We are in the register of hope, of a word to come.. 
15.  Today in our towns above all the local and the global intermingle. Local mission and global mission are two facets of the same mission challenge to the church. “Go to the ends of my earth” could signify for today “cross the road or go to a different area”. We should take upon ourselves again the call of Christ “come and see and go” (John 2)  

Questions to ask ourselves

1. what model of mission seems cto you to be most appropriate for our churches today?

2. How do we understand “bringing the kingdom2 today?

3. are there today new opportunities, new windows of opportunity, new fields of mission?

4. In what terms should the mission of the Church be defined?
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